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Small  
Group 

Ask: 

Read: Matthew  8:28-34 

 How much of an awareness or emphasis is there on spiritual warfare, demons, etc. in our modern  

       church? Do you think this is a good thing or a bad thing? 

 What questions do you have regarding biblical theology on Satan, demons and spiritual warfare? 

 Thinking about what you know of what the Bible teaches, what do you think are the primary ways that  

      evil spiritual forces work in our world? 

 Note: One of the ways we will get into in the sermon is in the way that demons can seek to influence our  

      passions and desires to stoke the fires of twisted and corrupt desires that tempt us to walk in rebellion  

      against God. This is why Paul says “do not grieve the Spirit of God" (Ephesians 4:30) and “give no  

      opportunity for the devil.” Though Christians are sealed with the Holy Spirit, we nonetheless can still  

      open ourselves up to the influence of dark powers that tempt us to walk in “the flesh” instead of by the     

      Spirit. 

 Read Galatians 5:16-26, focusing on what Paul calls the “works of the flesh” 

 What habits, situations, actions, or thought patterns are there in your life that give rise to any of these  

       things?  

 What stokes the fires of your anger and rage? 

 What promotes envy and jealousy in you? 

 What causes you to drift toward conceit and arrogance? 

 What causes you to promote stiff and division? 

 What does it look like for you to walk in step with the Spirit of God and cut these influences from your  

       life? 

 How are you encouraged by Jesus’ authority and decisive victory over the demons in Matthew 8? 



Pray: 

 Praise God for winning the decisive victory against the power of darkness through the gospel 

 Thank God for indwelling us with his Spirit so that we are not in bondage and slavery to the power of  

       Satan 

 Confess that we are still often influenced toward works of the flesh, and we still at times in our sin give  

       opportunity for demonic powers to influence us 

 Pray that God would sanctify us and cleanse us of our sin through Jesus 

 Pray that God would free us from any bondage to sin and evil 

 Pray that God would help us to cut out and resist any influence of Satan and demons over our thoughts,  

      desires, or actions 


