
      
 
 

          Discussion and Prayer Guide 
February 21, 2021 

Read: Matthew 5:4, 2 Corinthians 7:5-16 

2 Corinthians 7:5-16 give a real time picture of how God brings comfort to his people through their mourning 
of sin and the effects it has on themselves, their churches, one another, and our world. This passage comes 
in a letter where Paul is following up on a letter he had earlier sent (1 Corinthians) in which he had lamented 
sin in the church and harshly told the church to deal with it. That letter in some places seems rather accu-
satory, and here Paul seems to be following up with a softer tone, where he is rejoicing that the grief the 
church had experienced had resulted in repentance that “leads to salvation without regret,” so that ultimate-
ly through their mourning of sin the church, as well as Paul, experienced the comfort of God. 

Ask: 

 How does the sin in our world drive you to mourning? Does it? 

 How does sin in the church drive you to mourning? 

 How does your own sin drive you to mourning? 

 Do you more mourn your sin or the sin you see elsewhere? 

 What is the danger in mourning sin “out there” to the neglect of mourning your own sin? 

 What is the danger as a church of mourning sin in the world and neglecting to mourn sin in our body? 

 Is there any sin in your life right now that you need to recognize, mourn, confess, and repent of? 

Pray: 

 Praise God for being the great comforter who comforts us in our mourning 

 Praise God for supplying the comfort of the forgiveness of our sin through the death and resurrection  

       of Jesus 

 Confess that we often neglect to mourn our sin and the sin in our churches and world 

 Ask God to give us a greater awareness of our sin that we might mourn and lament it in order to con 

       fess and repent of it 

 Ask God to help us to not hypocritically mourn the sin of others while neglecting our own 

 *Pray this for yourself individually as well as for our church corporately 


